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A short history of Number 208 (R) Squadron Royal Air Force

Formed as Number 8 Squadron Royal Naval Air Service on 26 October
1916 at La Vert Galant, the unit flew Sopwith Pups, 1 1/2-Strutters and
Nieuport Scouts on a variety of missions in support of the British
Expeditionary Force. During 1917, the unit re-equipped with Sopwith
Triplanes and then Camels and began concentrating its efforts on artillery
spotting duties. After a period of relative calm in the UK, the unit returned to
France just in time for the German offensive during the spring of 1918, and
became No 208 Squadron, RAF on 1 April 1918 along with the formation of
the RAF. After a year as part of the occupation forces in Germany, 208 Sgn
returned to the UK and disbanded at Netheravon in November 1919.

The Squadron reformed at Ismaila, Egypt on 1 February 1920 with RE8s
and then Bristol Fighters on army co-operation duties. The 'Brisfits' were not
replaced until May 1930 when the Atlas arrived and shortly before the
outbreak of World War |1, the unit converted to Lysanders. As with many
Middle East-based units, No 208 joined the War proper with the Italian
declaration of War in June 1940. A number of Hurricanes were received by
the end of the year, and both types were active during the advance through
Cyrenaica (now Libya) before moving to Greece to join the ill-fated
campaign. The squadron eventually returned to the Western Desert with
Hurricanes before moving with the Allied invasion of Italy during 1944.

After the War, 208 Sqn moved to Palestine and in May 1948 began a period
of armed reconnaissance, oil pipeline patrols, search for illegal immigrant
ships, ground attack and on 22 Apr 1948, air to air combat with Egyptian
Spitfires; a resounding 4-0 success to 208 Sqn. Between 1948 and 1971 the
Sqn moved around the Middle East and Mediterranean including Egypt,
Aden, Kuwait, Malta and Bahrain supporting many operations. With the
withdrawal from the Persian Gulf, the Sqn was disbanded in September
1971.

On 1 March 1974, No 208 reformed at Honington with Buccaneers in the
low-level maritime strike role and became the last RAF squadron to operate
the type when they were retired in 1994, the Sqn reformed that same year
as a Reserve Sqn in the flying training role equipped with the Hawk T1.

The Squadron’s primary training role was to provide Advanced Flying
Training to Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Foreign and Commonwealth
pilots. Additionally the Squadron provided refresher training to pilots
returning to fly the Hawk T1. This included pilots joining the Royal Air Force
Aerobatics Team, pilots returning to 100 Sqn and foreign exchange pilots
undergoing United Kingdom Orientation Training. Due to the disbandment
of 19(F) Squadron in 2011, 208(R) Squadron took on the additional role of
Tactics and Weapons Training, readying fast-jet pilots ready for their
respective Operational Conversion Units. 208(R) Squadron continued in
that role until its closure this year. *



Welcome to St Clement Danes Church for our Sunday Worship
There is a hearing loop fitted in this church, please adjust your hearing
- aid accordingly.
Please ensure that your mobile phone is in ‘flight’ mode and all
recording devices are turned off. Thank you.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Conducted by
The Revd David Osborn QHC BD AKC RAFR
Resident Chaplain St Clement Danes Church

Music during the Service by
The Choir of St Clement Danes

Organist and Director of Music
Charles Hubbard

All stand as the clergy procession, preceded by the Cross of St Clement
Danes enters the church

INTROIT Sing Joyfully Byrd
HYMN

1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim though this barren land;

| am weak, but thou art mighty;

hold me with thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through;
strong Deliverer,

be thou still my Strength and Shield.

3. When | tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side;
songs of praises,

| will ever give to thee.

Words: William Williams and Peter Williams Music: John Hughes




All Sit
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYERS

Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty God and of
the whole company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus
Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of
our sins; to pray as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know
more truly the greatness of God's love and show forth in our lives the
fruits of his grace; and to ask those things as our well being doth require.

Wherefore | pray and beseech you, as many as are here present,
to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice,
unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word, and deed;
we have not loved thee with our whole heart,
we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.
In thy mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with thee, our God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister says

Grant we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon
and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve
thee with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Al Amen.

All sit for the psalm sung by the choir
PSALM 8

O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world: thou
that hast set thy glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of very
babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, because of thine
enemies: that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. For | will
consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers: the moon and
the stars, which thou hast ordained. What is man, that thou art
mindful of him: and the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou
madest him lower than the angels: to crown him with glory and
worship. Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy
hands: and thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet;

All sheep and oxen: yea, and the beasts of the field; The fowls of the
air, and the fishes of the sea: and whatsoever walketh through the
paths of the seas.

O Lord our Governor: how excellent is thy Name in all the world!



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31

Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?
On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her
stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the
portals she cries out: ‘To you, O people, | call, and my cry is to all that
live. The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his
acts of long ago. Ages ago | was set up, at the first, before the
beginning of the earth. When there were no depths | was brought
forth, when there were no springs abounding with water.

Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, | was
brought forth— when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the
world's first bits of soil. When he established the heavens, | was
there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,

when he made firm the skies above,

when he established the fountains of the deep,

when he assigned to the sea its limit,

so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out the foundations of the earth,

then | was beside him, like a master worker;

and | was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always,

rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.

All stand

HYMN

1. Oh ruler of the earth and sky

Be with our airmen when they fly:
And keep them in your loving care.
Amid the perils of the air:

O let our cry come unto thee

For those who fly o'er land and sea.

2. Strong son of man, save those who fly,
Swift winged across the uncharted sky;
Each anxious hour and lonely flight,
Serenely challenged day and night.

O'er land and ocean safely bear

All those in peril in the air.



3. O Holy Spirit, God's own power,
Support us all in danger's hour;

Bring calm of heart and be thou near

To those who watch and those who fear.
To thee will rise the grateful prayer,

Of those who serve thee in the air.

4. O Trinity of love and grace,

True guide of all who fly through space;
In peace and war, mid friend or foe,

Be with them where so'er they go.

So shall our praise with heaven blend,
And joyful hearts to thee ascend.

Words: Anon: Music: John Bacchus Dykes
All Sit
SECOND READING: John 16.12-15

‘| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them

now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the
Father has is mine. For this reason | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.'

All stand
JUBILATE

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the Lord with gladness, and
come before his presence with a song.

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God,; it is he that hath made us, and not
we ourselves : we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise : be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting : and his truth endureth
from generation to generation.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

Music Setting: Stanford



THE CREED

All 1 believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father almighty from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

All sit
THE COLLECTS
The Collect for Trinity Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace,
by the confession of a true faith,

to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity

and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:

keep us steadfast in this faith,

that we may evermore be defended from all adversities;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
The Collect for Peace

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord,
in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life,
whose service is perfect freedom;
defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies;
that we, surely trusting in thy defence,
may not fear the power of any adversaries;
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen,

The Collect for Grace
O Lord, our heavenly Father,

almighty and everlasting God,
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day;



defend us in the same with thy mighty power;
and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance,
to do always that is righteous in thy sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

THE PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS
Concluding with the Grace

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

The choir will sing

THE ANTHEM | sawthe Lord  Stainer
THE ADDRESS

The Resident Chaplain

All stand

HYMN

1. O praise ye the Lord! praise Him in the height;
Rejoice in His Word, ye angels of light;

Ye heavens, adore Him by Whom ye were made,
And worship before Him in brightness arrayed.

2. O praise ye the Lord! Praise Him upon earth,

In tuneful accord, ye sons of new birth;

Praise Him Who hath brought you His grace from above,
Praise Him Who hath taught you to sing of His love.

3. O praise ye the Lord! All things that give sound;
Each jubilant chord re-echo around;

Loud organs, His glory forth tell in deep tone,

And sweet harp, the story of what He hath done.

4. O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song
To Him be outpoured all ages along!

For love in creation, for Heaven restored,

For grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

Words: Henry Williams Baker Music: Tune: Laudate Dominum : C HH
Parry



All remain standing
LAYING UP OF THE STANDARD OF NUMBER 208 (R) SQUADRON

Led by the Resident Chaplain

The Standard of Number 208 (R) Squadron Royal Air Force is marched into
church

The Resident Chaplain will say:

It is an ancient and laudable custom to lay-up in the House of God the
consecrated emblems of man's duty and service, there to remain for all time
as a reminder of duty well done and of the strength that God supplies.

The Commanding Officer will say:

Reverend 3ir, | ask you to receive this standard of Number 208 Squadron
for safe lodging in the House of God until such a time as it shall pass to dust
like those whose courage and devotion are enshrined in its history.

The Resident Chaplain will reply:

We receive this standard into the safe keeping of God's House, here to hang
for all time as a reminder to those who pass by of man's duty to God, to his
Sovereign, and to this country.

The Resident Chaplain will receive the standard from the Commanding
Officer and lay it upon the Holy Table.

The Resident Chaplain will then say the following prayer:

Almighty and Everlasting God, giver of all strength and grace, and Captain
of our Salvation, we offer in this your House the symbol of man's
faithfulness. May your blessing rest on those who have borne it, and may it
ever remain a sign of that unity which springs from the acceptance of your
grace, who art with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.

Then all shall sing
NATIONAL ANTHEM

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!

Send her victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the Queen!



THE BLESSING

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.

All Amen.
All remain standing to sing

OFFERTORY HYMN
1. Thy hand, O God, has guided
Thy flock, from age to age;
The wondrous tale is written,
Full clear, on every page;
Our fathers owned thy goodness,
And we their deeds record,
And both of this bear witness:
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.

2 3
Thy heralds brought glad Through many a day of darkness,
tidings to greatest, as to least; Through many a scene of strife,
They bade men rise, and hasten The faithful few fought bravely
To share the great King's feast; To guard the nation's life.
And this was all their teaching, Their gospel of redemption,
In every deed and word, Sin pardoned, man restored,
To all alike proclaiming Was all in this enfolded,
One Church, one Faith, one Lord. One Church, one Faith, one Lord.
4 5
And we, shall we be faithless? Thy mercy will not fail us,
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? Nor leave thy work undone;
Shall we evade the conflict, With thy right hand to help us,
And cast away our crown? The victory shall be won;
Not so: in God's deep counsels And then, by men and angels,
Some better thing is stored; Thy name shall be adored,
We will maintain, unflinching, And this shall be their anthem:
Qne Church, one Faith, one Lord. One Church, one Faith, one Lord.
Words: E Plumptre Music: Basil Harwood
RECESSIONAL MUSIC Toccata in F BuxWV 157. Buxtehude

The clergy and ministers depart
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